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them from the town, and they were disturbed and troubled
by ' the meaner sort' as well as by the native weavers,
who were jealous of their competition and resented the
exclusive rightl of the Dutch to search, and seal all the new
draperies made in the town, whether by aliens or denizens.
Troubles also arose at Halstead where some settled in 1576,
on account of the jealousy of the native manufacturers whose
persecution eventually drove them from the town, not-
withstanding the efforts of the Privy Council to keep them
there,   Their withdrawal ruined the prosperity of Halstead,
where at the time of their settlement eight or nine score
bays were sent week by week to London, providing much
employment for spinners and weavers in the neighbourhood,
while now the output mustered a bare ' seven or eight
single bays in one whole week'2.   The blind attachment of
the native weavers to their own narrow interests was an
obstacle to the progress of the new manufacture.   Their dis-
like of innovations told in the same direction; the Suffolk
clothiers, for instance, were hostile to the new draperies,
which they contemptuously termed " slight and vain com-
modities wherein the common people delight" 3.
(lii.) other      Alien  weavers  are  found  in  other  towns,   including
***"*'     Canterbury, Sandwich  and Stamford4.   At Southampton
the Privy Council allowed twenty families to settle in the
town, each with ten men-servants, on condition that every
household retained and instructed two English apprentices
for a period of seven years5.   This proviso was laid down
in order that the secrets of the new manufacture might
become the possession of the native workers.    Protestant
refugees  also  found  their  way  to Sussex.    Rye, owing
to its proximity to the French coast, attracted fugitives
from France, where religious feuds had developed into open
warfare.   Shortly after the accession of Queen Elizabeth the
mayor of Rye informed the Government that there was
1 Victoria County History, Essex, ii. 388, 390.
-   * Ibid. ii. 389; Moens, The Dutch Church at Colchester, p. v.
s Victoria County History, Suffolk, ii. 267.
* Moens, The Dutch Church at Colchester, p. i;   Burn, History of the
Foreign Refugees, 39, 205, 218.
s Davies, History of Southampton, 403^404.